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On Ici et ailleurs

In 1970, the war in Vietnam had nearly been forgotten.
The Palestinians were making themselves known. In the
airfreight receiving office at Tempelhof, an image from
a worker’s hand depicting an airport in the desert could
be seen. Three big Boeings sitting in the sand. A palm tree
as control tower. An Arab (in Fez and Kaftan) on a bicycle
with “Follow Me!” on a sign on the rear rack.

The Tempelhof workers wanted to express through this
drawing that if one wants to reach for airplanes, one
must belong to the industrial world. Today, big airplanes
can fly halfway around the world and disregard all
eras that may lie beneath them. Then they must descend.
An airport with a smooth concrete runway, businesses,
fuel, and electronics represents the world from which the
airplane comes and that it wants to propagate, and it
is always a port that is both local and expansive.

A guerilla fighter needs this kind of refuge; with their
attacks on aviation, Palestinians hinted at their air-
plane-like quality. In Arab countries, they have always
needed to search for a base.

Perhaps Godard wanted to make a new base with his
film, offer a refuge, expand the basis, when he began a
film in 1970 that was supposed to be called Until Victory.
The footage lay around for a few years.

Only four seconds of film lie between the line in the
film’s narration, “We all say such things a bit ambiguous-
ly, if we think back to what we did down there four,
five years ago,”



and the line in the narration, “Did you do your homework?”
In turn, the kid asks: Why does daddy still have no work.

Work. - We know about a blacksmith from Germany who
opened a workshop in the Marais in Paris in the 1940s.

In the neighborhood, he could still find two old women
making pastels by hand in 600 different colors. Another
room was full of wrought-iron shackles that were taken
away a week later, perhaps to a colonial war. He writes
that pastels are now produced by machines and in only
sixty shades.

Machines that begin to work next to a handworker
eliminate the latter and are controlled by a worker who
will soon be eliminated by the next machine. Think of
a couple that leave the house one evening and pick up a
six-pack in a corner store, renting three videotapes as
well. Plants are sprouting up on a construction site, not
yet knowing in which direction the building will pro-
ceed. On the way home, passing the newsstand, the con-
struction site, the advertising column, and the car wreck,
our couple must know that with a keyboard we will soon
be able to dial a control room out of which the signal
of a desired videotape will play at home. A device has al-
ready been developed that does away with going to the
bank, the newsstand, and the lingerie store.

We ought to know about a German philosopher who
wrote that workers are guards, machine police next to
operational machines

and who wrote,

“The dream of our age is the abolition of time. The timeless
(rather than the classless) society is the hope of tomorrow.”

For this goal, businesses, banks, cafés, and the route be-

tween them have already been eliminated and it was in

these places that social interactions used to happen in films.
So Godard withdrew into an apartment and concep-

tualized a home movie. The trip to Palestine was supposed

to be an awakening, now he has associated images from

Palestine with a television family in front of a screen.
Home movie, how should this continue, quote:

The scenario, the fable I propose here is this: people will
sit in separate cells, playing with their fingertips on key-
boards, staring at tiny screens, receiving, changing, and
sending images. Behind their backs, robots will bring
them things to maintain and reproduce their derelict bo-
dies. People will be in contact through their fingertips
and so form a dialogical net, a global superbrain, whose
function will be to calculate and compute improbable
situations into pictures, to bring information, catastrophes
about.

Catastrophe: in 1972 West Germany had a chancellor and
a president without a Nazi past, universities were being
opened and funded everywhere, there was supposed to be
more money and social services for those lacking re-
sources, one spoke of redistribution.

Three major distributors: on the national team there were
Overath, Netzer, and Beckenbauer who could distribute
the ball and divide the space (not conquer anew—divide
anew what was already there). When there were more
TV cameras on the ground than ever before in West Ger-
many, during the Olympic Games in Munich, the “Black



September” organization attacked the Olympic village
and took Israeli athletes hostage. On the runway in
Furstenfeldbruck, the Germans shot the hijackers and the
hijackers shot the hostages and they say that Mossad,

the Israeli secret service, decided to avenge the deaths
of the Israeli athletes and to kill anyone who had been
involved in taking the hostages. If this is true, and if this
can be told, the businesses in Lillehammer closed their
doors at two o’clock on Saturdays and the small city be-
came very quiet. Torill and Ahmed spent the entire
afternoon in the apartment without being aware of the
Israelis outside at their posts. As the couple went down
Furubakken to the movie theater, neither one noticed any-
thing about Marianne and Raoul who were arguing in

a Mazda. Torill later saw a car that was parked at the bus
stop and she felt something was wrong when she saw a
second badly parked car on the hill after she got off the
bus. As far as she knows, nothing caught Ahmed’s atten-
tion until he heard a car honking and saw the weapons
aimed at him. His last word was “No!”

I'm quoting a pulp novel, a very well researched one—
all research becomes trashy and kitsch if one wants to
imagine political plotting deep in the background.

Iqrit and Kafr Bir’im were the code words used by the
Black September Organization to call their operation, this
and these words are as forgotten as Black September.

Massacred and dispersed, the Palestinians lost their base
in Jordan in September 1970. In the meantime, there
have been photos showing Arafat and Hussein hugging.
The small montages that Godard makes with Nixon and

Brezhnev and Hitler and Meir, could be made with photos
showing Arafat hugging different people at different
times—this would work silent, with only the power of
images! Without musical noise. If Godard wants to
remain faithful to the Palestinians with whom he filmed,
there should be no music in his film to signify some-
thing Palestinian.

In 1972, news cameras were still exposing film;
in 1986 for Marcos/Aquino there was only electronic
recording.

Fifty people from Finland and 400 from the USA had
come as photojournalists. In Munich, Black September
thrust itself into the Olympics coverage, in Manila the Peo-
ple Power Revolution was on the news agenda.

Today there are more channels than in 1972 that one
can receive and that can be relied on. Electronic news
crews can now manage with less manpower, video techni-
cians have taken over the sound recording.

Likewise, with improved broadcasting and receiving
technology, there are attempts to improve the sound
quality of consumer electronics. In the field of consumer
electronics, we have one of a few contradictions that
could advance history.

Two years after the Iqrit and Kafr Bir’im operation,
West Germany won the World Cup again. Godard shows
footage from the final match against the Netherlands. We
see how the Germans form a triangle with which they
outrun their opponents, wanting to make them look foolish.
But they only became world champions the way an actor
earns a lot of money with the wrong film, years after ap-
pearing in the right one.



The FRG still earns a lot of money, offering a relatively
large amount of employment in machine development
and manufacturing that makes work redundant, first else-
where, not here. Last year British and American news-
papers reported that the PLO’s assets were estimated at
8 billion dollars and were well invested in, among other
things, a Maldivian airline. They should not have land
but airplanes.

Godard wanted to move away from big politics towards
micro-politics. He changed his film shooting process,
away from film photography towards video recording. Since
film production is expensive, particular parts of a film
are shot on particular days. Today, a particular meaning
must be allocated to or extracted from a particular mo-
ment and tomorrow another.

Tools are assembled in order to do and summon this:
lights, wind machines, cranes, and rails. Godard wanted
to look for an inner movement again, a meaning revealed
by the people and things themselves.

Godard stopped traveling to foreign countries, his cam-
era must not even drive around much by car.

In Palestine, he had been able to film a shot where we
learn “to see, not to read!” He didn’t offer this image
to the Black September hijackers to rub in the eyes of the
2 billion viewers of the Olympic Games. There are many
moments in Numéro deux from 1975—for which Ici et ailleurs
is a preliminary study—that return to the images every-
thing that they embody.

Micro-politics: I read about something new yesterday in
a popular science magazine. We used to think we would
only need to have enough information from a system to be

able to predict the course of things. But now there is a
difference between systems that compensate for upcoming
deviations and those for which any deviation amplifies

the previous ones. Laminar versus turbulent. For centuries,
we could approximately predict the correct path of the
Moon, Earth, and Sun, soon we will know everything and
be able to say everything; most film systems are like this.

In contrast, the path of a ball on a billiards table: because
it only comes into contact with the cushions or other
balls at one point, it deviates from the calculated path upon
the first impact and further upon the second and were it

to roll for a minute, no calculations could predict its path.
And the dust particle on the drop of water, one mole-
cule more, colliding against it and moving in the opposite
direction. “Such chance behavior is inherent to nature—it
does not disappear if we gather more information. We de-
scribe chance behavior generated in this way as determin-
istic chaos.”

How hard it is to deal with words and images so that their
coming together triggers a reaction—not simply to make bad
billiards collisions—and to remain aware of determination
when we want chaos and therefore another order.

Godard believes in images, in imagery. The engineer-
designers in the Frankfurt computer animation lab point
at a magnetic tape and say that it is enough to save an
entire day’s data flow at Deutsche Bank and twenty minutes
of animated images. In Ici et ailleurs, Godard tries to

add up images, in order to represent their incalculableness
as well. In industry and military labs, we can of course



already carry out every mathematical operation with im-
ages. Godard wants to teach how to see; in industry and
military labs, machines are currently learning to do so.
Pattern recognition: out of a trillion satellite photos of
the Soviet Union, a device reads any pattern that looks
like a missile silo and shows these to the on-duty person-
nel. Soon we will be able to render the Soviet Union in
more colors than the two women in the Marais could mix.

Godard believes in words, in literality. He tries to bring
two distant things together and hopes for a relation
that is twice as strong, once through what is essential
and once through the words. He does not provide

his sources—to deceive us, he sometimes lets Madame de
Staél’s name be said—he does not state the experi-
ences or readings he is drawing on. He wants to attrib-
ute to the film what is heard in the film’s sound.

He does not want to know anything that work on film
cannot teach. After centuries of book metaphors,

he is looking for film metaphors in order to understand
God and the world.

Film metaphor, “To take power is then possible when the
image at the same time reinforces a sound by being
present in its place—when the image in turn is represented
by another sound...”

Godard is talking about workers who allow a union to
represent them that then contracts an author who writes
words for the workers to chant.

And this in streets where the cars are too loud so only
someone on the first floor could hear them. A TV crew
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must go there for the chants in the street to be transmitted
to the first floor. Every recording transmission is a
commentary; on the Furtwéngler Beethoven record, I hear
the coughing and sneezing of the winter of ‘44. Furthermore,
television wants to imprint universality into images, to
express images as universal. Pattern recognition: images
are recorded and arranged such that the perception mech-
anism reads out certain patterns as if automatically and
reports to the consciousness on duty. Recording costs are
reduced, therefore no moment is precious.

Godard talks about this with words taken from leftist
critiques from the party and unions against replace-
ments. For a long time, workers and employees have been
leaving the parties and unions, but not in order to switch
to “Action directe;” they are pulled to a corner where they
watch images.

Quote: [...] The image shows a washing machine that it
wants us to buy, and we want the image to show us
the washing machine because we want to buy it. The image
shows a political party for which it wants us to vote,
and we want the image to show us the party because we
want to vote for it. This circuit can’t actually be closed,
however, for then the images would fall into entropic de-
cay. They would always be the same images, reproduced
ad infinitum. To get better (to always give the receiver
something new, to be able to program innovatively),
the image must get feedback from somewhere other than
the receiver.

The images feed on history, on politics, science, art, on
events of so-called daily life. [...] In this way, it begins

"



to look as though technical images were windows through
which the receiver, having been driven into his corner,
can observe things that are happening outside, and as if
these images could always renew themselves because
new things are always happening and because the sources
on which they draw (past history) could never be ex-
hausted.

Images are not windows; they are history’s barrages.
The goal of the political demonstration is not to change
the world but to be photographed.

Another quote: Texts about images are also barrages in
which images, words, and thoughts circulate. Still bodies
of water, potential energy.

Perhaps making images in Palestine was so difficult
for Godard—the 6,000 dollars from the Arab League
did not make it easier—because he understood that if the
Palestinians were to bring something new to the world,
images would not be able to grasp it.

Godard does not chant any slogans, he prefers to trans-
late them. “To make the revolution there, where one is”
and so forth, he struggles for his workplace in Europe.
Those working in film today must look for an area that
has not yet been neutralized by the machinery of images
and words. Words must be associated with images, and
words with words, and images with images so that prop-
ositional logic cannot grasp the meaning. Provided he
wants to keep a workplace, provided he is aware of the
world today, provided he does not want to have a work-
place like the stoker on an electric locomotive, of which
there are many.

Godard was unable to film anything new in Palestine.
He made his trademark images, has a text repeated that
another person reads aloud, and presents the differences
between the text and the speaker, like in a Godard film.
Palestinians from a Department of Politics, Culture, and
Propaganda helped manage the production.

How does one manage to speak without giving com-
mands, to show without blinding?

With no other film has Godard felt so ashamed of the
fact that these questions need to be the first ones asked.

13



Tawoch
bbey z7/ A

ICI
%

( IMAGE) A
ET

AILLEURS

( SON )

HERE (IMAGE) AND ELSEWHERE (SOUND)
HIER (BILD) UND ANDERSWO (TON)

Still from Ici et ailleurs

Dir.: Jean-Luc Godard, Anne-Marie Miéville
F 1974, color, 53 min

14

inahe

vers

n der Luftfy

5)':’:“«(‘\!(:

‘ez und
Schild Follow

miissen eie

keruxiex hinunter, des

mit ebener Betonb:s

die Welt, aus der das Flugzeug
verbreiten will, ein heimatlicher und

braucht der Guerrialdkidmpfer; mi

haben

Palesti

nensexr

auf ihz

gewiesen. Sie

den

arabis

milssen.

mit seinem 1m ei

24

et A
Das

is XEXXEREREX

entars: 'Solche

man

Mehrdeutig, wenn

1ren'!




Editorial Note

The essay published here rests on a talk given by Harun
Farocki on March 29, 1987 as one of the presentations

for the event “Films that Think in Images” at the Akademie
der Kiinste, West Berlin. The typescript was found
among Farocki’s papers after his death. The presentation
does not bear a title, a handwritten note by Farocki on

the first page simply says “Farocki on Godard.” The phrase
“Work gets less, the channels proliferate,” also written
above the first lines, could be interpreted as a title, but it
has been crossed out. In light of its subject matter, we
have decided to entitle the text “On Ici et ailleurs.”

The unreferenced quotations in the talk are from Giinter
Anders’ The Obsolescence of Man and Vilém Flusser’s Into
the Universe of Technical Images. Farocki’s talk was
written between As you See (1986) and Images of the World
and the Inscription of War (1988), the two films that have
most explicitly provoked the term “essay film.” Both in the
text’s theoretical references and in its oscillation between
surprising associations and a formal pattern reminiscent of
a semantic game of dominos, the proximity to the afore-
mentioned films, as well as to Georg K. Glaser - Writer and
Smith (1988) can be sensed.

The program of the two-day event at the Akademie der
Kiinste, which alternated between films, presentations, and
discussions, can be found in HaFl 006 accompanied by an
announcement written by Farocki. We publish the text here
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as a complement to Harun Farocki and Kaja Silverman’s
book Speaking about Godard, republished as volume 2
of Farocki’s writings.

HaFl 008 is dedicated to the memory of Elisabeth Biittner,
who investigated Ici et ailleurs early on and felt close to Harun

Farocki’s work.

Harun Farocki Institut, September 2018
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